SEITE  

A collection of useful phrases for talking about a play...

The stage directions
suggest

indicate

require
that...

In

During

throughout

In I./ll. ... of
the dialogue

the soliloquy

the speech

the scene
the
character

hero

heroine

protagonist

antagonist
speaks about ...

shows that ...

reveals that ...

gives the impression that ...

seems to be ...

The
scene

dialogue

soliloquy
starts with ...

contains ...

presents ...

shows ...

concludes with ...

The
main character

protagonist

hero 

heroine
is
mainly

predominantly

to a certain extent
characterize by 

his/her
outward appearance

way of speaking

reactions to ...

actions, e.g. ...

behaviour, e.g. ...

The conflict seems to
result from ...

consist in ...

be ...

lead to ...

The characters X and Y
(don't) seem to
communicate effectively

understand each other

be able to read each other's mind

talking at cross-purposes
because ...

e.g. ...

In the exposition of a play the audience is given/obtains background information about...

A play has a main character (protagonist) and several minor characters

The relationship between two characters can be described as...

The main character takes pleasure in showing his superiority by...

A reacts to B's words/actions by...

The setting/scenery of the play has a special function/is symbolically significant because...

The reader's/audience's attention is drawn to ...

The reader/audience may have the impression that...

The audience may get involved in the plot / remain uninvolved because .. .

Questions? Suggestions? Phrases to add? Please tell me!

B. Schüßler, 30.08.1998

